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Welcome to our Graduation (and More!) Issue 

 

Graduation is a highlight on our annual calendar and this year, as we send another group of

impressive young leaders off into the world. 

 

Graduation week is always an introspective period, with Year 2 students reaching the end

of their tenure at the Academy with intimate presentations of lessons learnt over the past

two years as part of their “Graduation Reflections”. Given the personal scope of these

reflections, we are honoured to share two with you: along with their peers, Jonathan

Kibe and Sophia Chima have delved deep to reveal the journey of self-discovery ALA has

taken them on, and we invite you to peer into their moving accounts. 

 

This decennial year has been a period of deep reflection for ALA. As we celebrate our

various achievements and highlights of the past decade, we cannot help but look back at

how and where it all started, and this issue is dedicated to the various individuals who have

made a significant contribution to our growth and success, particularly Ryan and Jen

Phillips-Page, who were instrumental in setting in place the finickity logistics of developing

a world-class institution for Africans from all over the continent. It’s been no easy feat, and

the memories are pure gold. 

 

As we welcome alumni to our Decennial Indaba this week (It's in full swing, and you can

catch all the action live here), we keep looking back and forward to the significant strides

we’ve made in our mission to identify, develop, and connect Africa’s future leaders. Among

them is Leroy Mwasaru, ALA’s first student in residence to be named as a Forbes 30 under

30 leader.  

 

This issue is packed with inspiring revelations, including Lesson 5 of Chris Bradford’s Ten

Lessons, and we hope you enjoy discovering more about the journeys of the amazing

people who make up this great community and strive for impact in Africa and the world.  

  

Yours in leadership 

The Staffulty & Students at ALA

https://mailchi.mp/africanleadershipacademy.org/ala-june-newsletter-the-graduation-and-more-issue?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/jonathan-kibe-graduation-reflections/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/sophia-chima-graduation-reflections/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/jen-ryan-phillips-page/
http://africanleadershipacademy.org/indaba18
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/leroy-mwasaru-30-under-30/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/lesson-5-the-game/


On Friday, 22 June 2018, we hosted our annual graduation ceremony for the Class of
2016, ALA's 9th graduating class. 
[VIEW GRADUATION PHOTOS] 

[WATCH SPEAKER VIDEOS]

APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN FOR 
CLASS OF 2019!

The search for the next generation of Africa’s leaders has

begun. Watch our new video and apply or nominate a

young African leader today.

INSIGHTS & PERSPECTIVES
We're constantly updating our content online; read  all our blogs and news at your leisure

here  or click on the highlights  below.  

Graduation Special: Two Year 2
Leadership Theses 

Graduation week is marked by
a reflective mood on campus and a
series of events celebrating the end
of the school year. A high point of

this experience is the presentation of
each student’s Graduation

Reflections. Jonathan Kibe and
Sophia Chima generously share a

Under 30 and Riding High: Leroy
Mwasaru on Responsibility,

Recognition – and Graduation 
When Leroy graduated with his

Class of 2016 on Friday, he did so
with the distinction of being named

one of Forbes 30 Under 30 in
Business, the first student in

residence to receive this accolade.
See what drives this ambitious
young entrepreneurial leader.

http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/ala-graduation-2018-gallery/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/2018-graduation-speeches/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/leaders/anglophone
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/leaders/anglophone
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/leaders/anglophone
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/blog/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/sophia-chima-leadership-thesis/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/jonathan-kibe-graduation-reflections/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/sophia-chima-graduation-reflections/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/leroy-mwasaru-30-under-30/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/leroy-mwasaru-30-under-30/


reflection on their journey of self-
discovery over two  years at ALA.

Crisp Connections: The dance crew
behind ALA's compelling videos

Meet the team crafting ALA's
awesome visuals – and learn about
the social entrepreneurs who drove

them to following their dreams,
from the township to the world. 

10 Years On: Gavin Peter bids
farewell 

ALA's Cultural Custodian is a
treasure trove of  anything ALA-

related, and the go-to guy for
 student, staff, alum or campus info.
After 10 years of holding the fort, he

heads off on a Sabbatical - and
shares his reflections here.  

INSIGHT 
10 LESSONS from 10 years: Lesson

5: Play the Game That Exists 
In the fifth article of our series, CEO

Chris Bradford explains the
importance of learning to play the
game in order to slay the game –
and how you can do so without

compromising on your mission, or
your ideals. 

A Voluntary Connection: The
Phillips-Pages on the birth of ALA
Ryan and Jen Phillips-Page played
instrumental roles in establishing

ALA, serving in various ad-hoc
positions. The couple share their
experience and reflections on the
formation of this unique African

educational institution…

STUDENT BLOG: Looking back
on my first year at ALA 

Temilolu Awofeso has survived his
first full year at Africa's most unique

learning institution! Follow his
journey, from those first tentative

steps into his residence hall
to experiencing independence for

the first time, and his
immersion into a new milieu...

NEWSFLASH ALA Students to
Join Global Network of Journalists 

ALA is one of three schools to
become the latest members

of NewsDecoder, an up-and-coming
platform for  youth journalists.  
See why NewsDecoder founder

Nelson Graves believes this
connection benefits ALA students

and the portal alike.

http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/alas-crisp-multimedia-connection-sas-township-entrepreneurs-on-the-rise/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/alas-crisp-multimedia-connection-sas-township-entrepreneurs-on-the-rise/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/gavin-peter-farewell/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/gavin-peter-farewell/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/lesson-5-the-game/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/lesson-5-the-game/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/jen-ryan-phillips-page/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/jen-ryan-phillips-page/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/temilolu-first-year-at-ala/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/temilolu-first-year-at-ala/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/membership-newsdecoder/
http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org/membership-newsdecoder/
https://news-decoder.com/


GET INVOLVED
We are hiring! 

Join us in shaping Africa's future.  
Click on the links below to apply.

Head of Admissions
Head of Wellness 
University Guidance Counselor

 
(See all open vacancies here)

BOOKMARKS: WHAT I'M READING  
Lucinda Jordaan, ALA Newsletter Editor 
 
WHAT Freshwater by Akwaeke Emezi (Faber & Faber, 2018)
WHY Mental health and the metaphysics of identity come to
the fore in this highly-anticipated debut novel by Igbo/Tamil
writer and video artist Akwaeke Emezi, a fellow of
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s writing workshop. 
It’s a complex read, exploring the darker side of
interpersonal relationships, trauma and the gamut of issues
and syndromes arising from those traumas. 
Freshwater delves into the mystery that is Ada, a troubled
soul prayed into existence by her parents and a source of
serious concern to her family.  
Born with 'one foot on the other side,' she begins to develop
separate selves, different gods or spirits birthed during
different phases and traumas. When Ada travels to America
for college, a traumatic event crystallizes these selves into
something more powerful and dangerous.  
This seminal yet unsettling read won’t sit well with everyone,
but it’s raw, powerful energy harkens a fierce new literary
voice that demands to be heard.

ALA's GRATITUDE CORNER 
Our heartfelt thanks to 

Our alumni who  have returned to ALA this week for the Milestone Indaba –  over
200 former ALA students from every entry year since inception are on campus at

present, reconnecting and reliving their experiences.

We hope you've enjoyed this issue as much as we enjoyed putting it together for you!
Feel free to contribute, and to send feedback on news and articles you'd like to see

featured, and look out for more news on our Decennial Year in upcoming issues - we
hope you will be able to join us in celebrating this milestone. 

 
Please share and encourage others to subscribe! 

africanleadershipacademy.org/newsletter/
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